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EPIC’s Private Forestlands Advocacy

• ~33,238,00 acres of forestland in 

California

• ~13.2 million acres of private 

forestlands in California (about 

40 percent of total forestland 

base)

• EPIC monitors private timber 

harvest in seven counties in NW 

California.

• EPIC’s private forestlands 

advocacy has helped shape 

forestry law, regulation, and 

policy in California

• EPIC’s work has lead to long-

term conservation: (e.g. 

Sinkyone Wilderness State Park, 

Gillham Butte, Headwaters 

Forest Reserve)



Why Monitor Private 

Lands Logging?

• Logging on private lands can 

affect forest, wildlife, and 

watershed resources

• Advocate for a better project

• Watchdog industry and state 

activities

• Ensure compliance with state 

and federal laws

• Protect the public’s interest in 

forestland management, 

conservation, restoration, 

enhancement, and 
stewardship



Primary California State Laws
Nexus for Public Participation in Private Forestry

▪ California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) (1970)

▪ California Timberland 

Productivity Act (TPA) (1982)

▪ California Z’berg-Negedly

Forest Practice Act (FPA) 

(1973)



Other Applicable State and Federal Laws

▪ Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA)

▪ Federal Clean Water Act (CWA), 

including 303(d) and TMDLs

▪ California Endangered Species Act 

(CESA)

▪ California Porter-Cologne Water Quality 

Control Act (Porter-Cologne)

▪ California Administrative Procedures Act 

(APA)

▪ California Global Warming Solutions Act



What is a Timber Harvest Plan?

• Functional Equivalent of a CEQA 

Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

• Subject to CEQA “Certified Regulatory 

Program,” as a “Functional Equivalent,” 

of an EIR

• Discretionary permitting process for 

private forestland owners 

• Also serves as environmental analysis 

document

• Rules and regulations promulgated by 

Board of Forestry (Title 14, California 

Code of Regulations Section 895 et seq.)

• Review and approval process 

administered by CAL FIRE as “lead 

agency”



Players in the THP Process

▪ Private Timberland Owner

▪ Registered Professional Forester (RPF)

▪ Licensed Timber Operator (LTO)

▪ CAL FIRE (“Lead Agency”)

▪ Other Review Team Agencies (DFW, 

CGS, Regional Water Boards, Native 

American Heritage Commission, 

Counties,  etc.)

▪ General Public



Commonly Used Abbreviations
(Title 14, CCR  Section 895)



Important Rule Sections



Timber Harvest Plan Review Process



Substantial Evidence

To challenge a THP: 

Present Substantial 

Evidence that a project 

may have a significant 

effect on the environment 

based on substantial 

evidence in light of the 

whole record.



Defining Substantial 

Evidence
Substantial evidence: facts, reasonable 
assumptions based on facts, or expert opinion 
supported by facts, including:

 Enough relevant information and reasonable 
inferences that a fair argument can be made 
to support a conclusion, even if other 

conclusions can also be reached. 

 Whether a fair argument can be made that 
the project may have a significant effect on 
the environment is to be determined by 
examining the whole record before the lead 
agency. 

 Argument, speculation, unsubstantiated 
opinion or narrative, evidence which is 
clearly erroneous or inaccurate.

 Evidence of social or economic impacts 
which do not contribute to or are not caused 
by physical impacts on the environment does 
not constitute substantial evidence.



Challenging a 
Timber Harvest 
Plan Approval

An abuse of 

discretion may be 

shown only if the 

decision is not 

based on substantial 

evidence, or if the 

department did not 

proceed in the 

manner required by 

law in approving the 

plan.



Finding a Copy of the THP

All THPs and 
related documents 
submitted to CAL 

FIRE are now 
available on the 
CaLTrees Website

Click “Search Timber 
Harvest Documents”

*Hint: you do not need a 

user name or password!

https://caltreesplans.resources.ca.gov/caltrees/

https://caltreesplans.resources.ca.gov/caltrees/


Locating THP Status Table

Click on “Reports” then Click on “THP Status”
The THP table will pop up as a PDF 



Finding a THP—Query Short-Cuts



Query Menu Features

“Record Details” will show: 

timberland owner/plan submitter/RPF/LTO  

(Or refer to Attachments, Section I, Items #1-5).



…Menu Features

Application Information 
& Table shows:

 Total Acres

 Detailed Location 

Information

 Township and Range

 Planning Watershed



…Menu Features
Locate THP documents in Attachments

- Review Section 2 for THP Docs/Operational Provisions of Plan



Contents of a Timber Harvest Plan



Important Operational Items in Section 2



THP Section 2 Item 14 Silviculture



THP Section 2 Item 16-18 Harvesting Practices



THP Maps – End of 

Section II

Map Types:

 Appurtenant Roads

 Overview Map

 Individual THP 

Unit/Silviculture Maps

 Others?



Overview Map      THP Unit Maps



Issues of Concern

▪ Maximum Sustained 
Production of High-
Quality timber products

▪ Sequestration of carbon 
dioxide 

▪ Recreation

▪ Watersheds

▪ Wildlife

▪ Fisheries

▪ Aesthetic enjoyment



Presenting a 
“fair argument” via 

“substantial evidence”

 Cite relevant rules

 Cite relevant State and Federal laws

 Cite items from THP

 Cite best available science

 Cite agency reports, including past 

statements

 Cite alternative resources (e.g. 

CNDDB, CALWatershed Mapper, DPR 
database)



COMMENT CONTENT 
General Structure Suggestions

Use letterhead with date, means of transmission, agency contact 

address and email

Opening 
Paragraph

•Whose behalf the comments are being submitted

•Agency proposed action

•summary position statement on the proposed project

Body 
Paragraphs

•For each paragraph: Topic sentence for key issue/supporting evidence/conclusion

•Endangered Species

•Watersheds

•Cumulative Impacts, etc…

Conclusion

•Restate position/ summarize argument

•Make an “ask”

•Request future updates on projects

End letter with your name, title, contact info and signature



Effective Comment Content

▪ Develop a Theme.

▪ Identify the specific 
factual and legal issues 
you will address.

▪ Research each issue to 
determine what 
supporting evidence you 
can present 

▪ Very Important to tie 
arguments to evidence!!



Getting Your Comments Submitted

▪ Create the letter in final format and 

sign it. 

▪ Label all appendices and documents 

as referenced in the letter, and put 

them in the order referenced. 

▪ Combine letter with attachments to 

create  pdf file(s). 

▪ Make a copy of letter and all 

attachments and place in your 

electronic folder or paper file.

▪ For North Coast Region THPs Submit 

comments to: 

santarosapubliccomment@fire.ca.gov



Exhaustion of Administrative Remedies
Why we comment

▪ Raise facts and issues with enough 

specificity.

▪ Requires full presentation of issues. 

▪ As potential plaintiffs, to provide 

an impressive record in the event 

of litigation.

▪ While exceptions do exist, one 

should always presume that you 

must thoroughly exhaust all 

administrative remedies prior to 

litigation



Questions?



Resources

▪ Environmental Protection Information Center 

www.wildcalifornia.org

▪ CA Private Lands Timber Permit library (THPs, Salvage..) 

https://caltreesplans.resources.ca.gov/caltrees/

▪ Cal Watershed Mapper 

http://frap.fire.ca.gov/watersheds/mapper.html

▪ California Native Diversity Database 

http://www.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodata/cnddb/

▪ DFG IMAPS GIS 

http://www.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodata/gis/imaps.asp

http://www.wildcalifornia.org/
https://caltreesplans.resources.ca.gov/caltrees/
http://frap.fire.ca.gov/watersheds/mapper.html
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodata/cnddb/
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodata/gis/imaps.asp
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